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PREFACE. 


. 


Wrirs this, the fourth volume, the Editors conclude, for the 
present, the publication of the American Medical and Philoso- 


future period, depends upon circumstances which it is unne- - 
cessary to mention. 

In the Prospectus to the Register, issued in July, 1810, its 
designs and objects were fully stated; and since that time the 
work has made its appearance in numbers at the regular quar- 
terly periods. It will be recollected, that one of our principal 
objects was the collecting and preserving whatever of interest 
might occur in the medical annals of this country, particularly 
in relation to our epidemical diseases, and to the malignant 
yellow fever with which we have been so often and so severely 
affiicted ; and to establish the true line of distinction between 
those diseases which are of a foreign origin, and introduced 
among us, and such as are engendered athome. The papers 
on our epidemical disorders lay claim to attention, both on ac- 
count of their number and intrinsic value ; and on the important 
subject of the yellow fever, which involves considerations vital- 4 , 
ly interesting to society, and which is now reckoned inferior to . _ 
no other topic of medical discussion, it wil “bg 1 re eived, that we : 
have given a large amount of valuable and ofiginal information. 
The numerous facts which have been stated on this head have 
never been attempted to be contradicted ; and the theory, as 
deduced from these facts, which has been maintained concern- 
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ing the origin and nature of this disease, has not in any respect 
been refuted, even by our warmest opponents, though repeat- 
edly challenged to the contest. The best evidence of the value 
of our labours is the approbation with which they have been 
received both at home and in Europe. 

In the review department, it has been a primary object to 
present, as far as practicable, an. ample and impartial view of all 
such works on medicine, and its collateral branches, as have 
appeared in this country during the publication of the Register. 
We have applauded wherever it could be done with propriety, 
and have not omitted to express our honest disapprobation 
where we thought the occasion demanded it. For error in 
medical science is fraught with too pernicious consequences to 
be treated with complacency, however disagreeable to our feel- 
ings may be an opposite course of conduct. 

Under the head of philosophical intelligence will be found 
much information interesting to the physician, the naturalist, the 
agriculturalist, and the general reader. 'This portion of the Re- 
gister embraces accounts of most of our literary, scientific, and 
humane associations, particularly of those of the state of New- 
York; and notices the progress of science, manufactures, &c. 
in this country. We have spared neither trouble nor expense, in 
order to rescue from oblivion every important fact that could be 
procured relative to the origin, advancement, and present condi- 
tion of medical learning in this state. The Register may be 
consulted for several biographical sketches, and will be referred 
to for the most ample historical account of the CoLLEGe or 


PHYSICIANS AND SurGrEons, under the patronage of the Honoura- 


ble the Regents of the University and the Legislature of the 
State of New-York. 














PREFACE. Vil 


‘The pages of the Register, with scarcely an exception, are 
composed exclusively of original materials; and the literature 
and science of this country have furnished subjects in abundance 
to enable the Editors to preserve this feature of the work. ‘To 
their numerous and respectable correspondents, both at home 
and abroad, they tender their acknowledgments for their various 


communications. In selecting this periodical journal as the 


means of giving publicity to their valuable productions, they 


have strengthened the exertions of the Editors, and given the 


most unequivocal approbation of their undertaking. 

Had the original limits of the Register been adhered to, the 
matter included in the four volumes now completed would have 
occupied at least siz. 'The public need no other assurance than 
this that pecuniary considerations have never been the objects of 
the projectors of this work : the Register originated in a desire 
to enhance the medical literature of this country; and the end 
to which the Jabours of the Editors were directed has been to 
augment the stock of useful knowledge. 


THE EDITORS. 
New-York, July, 1814. 
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